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T 15 wilt 1 me the Path o ＋ I ; thy Þ 5 
fence is Fulneſs of Foy, at thy Right Hand there 
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HE Tide of this > bahn is | Mithtlint of 1 David + FR 
Mic htam ſeems to ſignify a Golden Ornament, or 
ſomething made or embelliſhed with the fineſt and 
brighteſt Gold. But whether it intimates ſome pe- 
culiar Excellency in the Matter; or the Name of 
a mufical Inſtrument, Song, or Tune, which were to lead the 


— 


Singing, ſeems uncertain.“* 


However, in this Divine Compoſure their appears aa iet 5 


Excellency. And as it is uſual in Poetical Performances both 


ſacred and profane, for the Writer to expreſs himſelf fometimes 
in his own Name, and ſometimes in the Name of others; ſo 


the holy Pſalmi under the Conduct of Inſpiration, | ſometimes 


here writes in his o, ſometimes in the Name of the MESS A8, 
whoſe humane N ature, he rejoiced in the View of deriving from 
him, and ſometimes i in Wis Name of both 2 e 
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one to ſer Corruption: Thou wi 


IT — 1 85 * e en e 

| ond 2 Ms . | ; 
tbr Hand, I ſhall not be moved: Ther, 
my Glory rejoiceth : My Fleſh alſo ſhall reſt in Hope : For thou 
wilt not leave my Soul in Hell; Ws wilt thou ſuffer thine Holy 


thy Preſence is Fulneſs of Foy, at thy Right Hand there arePleaſures 

for evermore. . 
For that theſe Speeches are meant of Car ISN in his human 

Nature; both the Apoſtle Peter in As li, \ 

Paul in 45 xiii, moſt clearly ſhow us. 

By the Path of Life ſeems plainly to be meant the certain Way, 

which thro? all the Sufferings, Temptations, Darkneſs & Per- 


paſs, to its deſired Life of Glory and Immortality. Of the Divine 


expreſſing its Aſſurance; and then (2) of that Felicity giving 
this moſt agreeable Deſcription---- In thy Preſence is Fans of 


leſs was the Jey we read was afterwards ſet before him, and did 
animate his viewing Soul to endure theCro . and deſpiſe theShame, 
will he aſcended and fat down at the Right 


Gad. Heb. xii. 2. © 


But tho” theſe Paſſages ate meant of CnnrsT in his human 


Nature ; yet no doubt the Pſalmiſt, as ſar as was conſiſtent 
with his own Condition, join'd in with them for himſelf: and 
while the SPIRIT of — 4 4 preſented him with that lively | 
Proſpect and Aſſurance which ſhould riſe in the humaneSoul of 
ChRISR, of the Life and Joy x the Preſence and Right Hand 


of Go; .the.raiſed and holy Soul of David rejoiced alſo in the 
Views of thisFelicity, and triumphed in the ProſpeQ of his ar- 
riving to it. 


The Words in the Original are exceeding full: both Life, 


Pre ce, Jey and Plaaſure, being all expreſſed in the Plural Num- 
La renders them exactly thus Thou wilt make me 


know the Path of Lnves ; Fulneſs of 


Toys with thy Facts [in thy 


Right Hand Delights 7 perpetually. And on this, a learned Man 
rer c That | 1 75 ophet might, expreſs this Fulneſs of 


Joy and Pleaſure, be = the. Number, to comprehend 
5 2 ſignify — — Mauer af Pe ren Kind of Joy 


« "OP — and their. moſt — ä al 
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N Ha ir . and 


ſhew me the Path of Life ; in 
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ind the Apoſtle 


of bix State of Humiliation his human Nature was to 
Cunduct unto this, his human Soul is repreſented here as (1). 


Joy, at thy Right Hand arePleaſures for euer more. And this doubt- 
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Life, as the immediate Source of 


imply a liv ingSubject t hat perceives them; the Life muſt needs 
eternal alſo, Yea Mollur judges, that this Fulneſs of Foy and» 


_ .( Rivet, 0 ) as Mais. 5 Malt (d ) 7 FIR 8 


A Funeral SERMON: COR 
And te mie 1 meh add, He might - alſo enpreſs the: iy in the 1 


plural Number, to ſignify every > darts. com Exerciſe: oY 7 
; biin wt: 

By Life we are to underſtand that perfe& Life: kak theSpi-: 
rits of the ſanRified Spring into on their parting:from their _ 
Bodies; which filled both the Souls and Bodies of Enoch: and 
Elijab at their Tranſlation, and ſhal} fill che Bodies vfiall/ the 


Saints in their glorious Change and Reſurtection. Arid aniexs: - 


cellent Interpreter obſerves, that the final Term For wer 


nora is to be applied to Liſe, as well as to the ttos follow ing 


Terms: For eternal is that Life as well as the Joy and Pha-- 
ſure. (d) And as Joy and Pleaſure in the very Nature ot Things 


be full and eternal, that the Joy and Pleaſure: may be full and 


© Phaſure is an amplified Deſcription of that Life itſelf: . if 
c _theP/almift had ſaid--That Life has in it ſuch an intimate Com 

< munion with the bleſſed Gop, wherein as before his Face we 

have Fulneſs of Joys and leaſures; not momentany, mixed 
or interrupted, as in the PRO State ; but moſt pure, abun- 


dant and perpetual. „ e ee 


And thou wilt ſbew or make me know the Path of Life, intends 


both a clear and ſure Diſcovery made by the Divine Vord and 
_ SPIRIT to the enlightened and apprehending Mind,of theWay 


there to; as alſo a certain and effectual Conduct til} he ſhould 
come to know by happy Experience what that perpetual Eiſe 
and, Fulneſs of Joys and Pleaſures are, (n) As if he had ſaidz 
Thou wilt ſafely guide me untoDeath ; and then open to me 
< an Entrance to eternal Liſe, and make me experierice that 
higheſt Joy which thy Countenance or Preſence, with the 
© honourable Seſſion at thy Right Hand, or the Bounty of thy 
Right Hand beſtows, (4) Or as the inſpired I ſaph in P ſal. letiii. 
24, Thou ſhalt guide me by ty; wes and afterwards rective 
me to Glory, © | en 10919) | 
But for the furtherIluſtration as theſe Palſages 1 etl endea- 


vour briefly theſe four Things---- - _ | 
1. Conſider what is that cernalLife which cheRenvwed pen | 
thei ging 06s Jed 1 1 py. 0 Ne 3 . 
2. Show what in 1 at” ae 7 t 
Hand of Goo. N Prop 110 0 EY, ih | 
3. Lay open the « Spring from whence the Joys and Pleaſures 
there ariſe. (933 * And 
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4. And laſtly, Take lame Survey of the Pi Us 75 and. 
chere for ever. 


1 Conſider what is that ternal Lift which theRenewed oben 


theie Dying are led into. 


-Now'eterpallife isinScripture uſed in theſe two Senſes ; (1) 


In a niorefri# and proper Senſe, to ſignify, the Advancement 


of all the excbllent | Powers and Principles of the truly 


fanRifyed\ te their full Maturity or Perfection; (2) in a 


larger. Senſe, to comprehend both this Perfection, and all 
the Viſions; Actions, Joys and Pleaſures, which the ſanctified 
by Means: of that perfect Life ſhall be employed in and enter- 


tained with for erer. 


But I ſhall under this ies Head edakider ern! Life, 


only in the former or more refrain Sence, to ſignify the Ad- 
vancement of all the excellent Powers and Principles of the 
truly ſanctified to their full Maturity. And as this eternal Life 


may be conſidered, either as ſubſiſting only in their ſepurate Spi- 


ritt upon their Diſolution from their Bodies; or as ſubſiſting 


both in their united Souls and Bodies, Which is now the 


Caſe of many Saints in the World above, and will be of all 
the reſt at their General Reſurrection, to Eternity; I ſhall 
yet more ſtrictly confine my Views to that eternal Life ſub- 


Acting only in the ſeparate Spirits of the ſanQified at their 
Diſſolving from their Bodies. 53:10 13 


'C 


No as there are two Sorts of Powers and Principles in the 
ſanctiſied Spirit; (1) Thoſe: which are called* natural! or 
Nantialz (2) Thoſe which are called by ſome moral, and 


by others 
more agreeable to Scripture, ſpiriſual, becauſe prod uced by the 


Holy Spirit in bis ſaving Work of Renovation, when he begins 
to ſanQify the Sinner; ſo this bleſſed and eternal Life of the 
ſeparate Spirit conſiſteth in the Advancement of theſe two diffe- 


rent Sorts of Powers and Principles to their full Maturity. e 
9 1 In this eternal Life of their ſeperate Spirits, all their ex- 


cellent natural or eſſential Powers are advanced to Perfection. 


Many of theſe are now Inten to us: As the Powers of per- 


ceiving Themſelves and other Objects and of being affected 
with them; che Powers of thinking, ooncefving, remembring, 


comparing, penetrating, underſtanding, judging, and deciding ; 


che Powers of appioving and difapproving,''of Aking and diſ- 


liking, loving and hating, deſiring re the Powers 
of ;refuſing, chuſing, reſolving, contriving, moving, acti 


ig, 
-purſuing, enjoying or delighting in thoſe — Actions or 
Na NY) are Nuss id deer 8 51755 
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Separation at once awake and riſe to their maturity of Strength, 


Activity and Vigour. Their Under/fandings are iintirely right 


and clear, ftrong, ſure and ſatisfying in all their Apprehenfions, 
without Confuſion, Darkneſs, Perplexity or Doubting : their 


Memories, tenacious, ready, exact and faithful: their Self- 


determining, Self-moving and ative Powers of every Kind, ex- 
alted to their Ripeneſs or full Degree of Strength and Livelineſe, 


. anſwerable to the full Extent of their ſeveral original Capaci- 


ties : tho? as their Knowledge or Ideas grow, theſe Capacities 
may afterwards perhaps by the infinite Power of Gop enlarge 
for ever. Nor is their anyInfirmity in any of their other eſſen 
tial Faculties, but all advanced to their Perfection. Sn 
In ſhort, they are made much like Angels in Activity & Power: 


And if they are cloathed with cele/tial Subſtances bro't by thoſe 
holy Miniſters from Heaven, like their own, inexpreffibly more 
fine and active than any here below; as Origen the moſt learned 


of the ancient Fathers conceived, and as may poſhbly be hinted 


in Zech. iii, and 2 Cor. v; the Celerity of Light is nothing 


comparable to them. The All- ſufficient Gon is their everlaſting 
Strength: and as in him there is an eternal Scource of Life; a 
Stream of vital Power from him eternally flows thro? their Spi- 
rits, to quicken and keep them in their perpetual, unwearied 
and delightful Views, Perceptions, Actions and Enjoyments. 

2. In this eternal Life of their ſeparate Spirits, all their moral 
or ſpiritual Powers or Principles are advanced alſo to Perfection. 

Their Spirits began to be made holy and righteous by the 
SPIRIT of Holineſs in their Renovation : they then began to 


have the holy Image of Gop produced in them, began to be 


like him in all thoſe Graces which reſemble his mora}Excellen- 


Lies. In particular, in their higheſt Lowe to and Delight in 


Himfelf and all his Excellence and Bleſſedneſs; his Dominion, 
Sovereignty, Authority, Will and Glory, eſpecially as difplay- 
ed in CHRIS T the Mediator; with all the grateful Homage, 
Submiſſion, Services and Adorations paid him both by Men and 
Angels: as alſo in their Love to Men, their Love of Benignity 


to all about them, and their Love of Gomplacency to all who 
reſemble and honour him. Then he made them his Temples ; 


took up his conſtant Dwelling; i.e. fixed his vital, gracious, 
reigning and improving Influence in them: and by his Help they 


perſevered and grew in divine Light and Knowledge, Gifts and 
Graces towards maturity. Yet they were Kill imperfeRt ; and 
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Nos all theſe Insten eſſential Powers of the fanAified Spirit, 
and all others, tho' in the preſent State amt, upon their 
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2 Hua SERMON. 


a great Degree of moral Blindneſs, Error and Corruption re- 
mained in them; to their continual Grief, Abaſement and Exci- 
tation; as the Apoſtle obſerves in Rom. vii, Phil. iii, ; &c. 

But when their Spirits are freed from their vile & diſordered 
Bodies; they are not only fully delivered from every Kind and 
Degree of Temptation, but alſo intirely purified from ever 
ſinful Byaſs ; yea they are made perfect in Holineſs, as the A- 
poſtle ſignifies in Heb. xii. 23. All is Purity, Light & Holineſs 
in them; and every Branch of Holineſs made perfet, 
With ThE, ſays David to Gop, is the Fountain of Life, 
in thy Light ſhall we ſee Light. Pſal. xxxvi. 9. From the vital 
Power of Gon, there ſtreams a glorious Light, which ſo ſtrongly 
ſhines and gives them ſuch a clear View of his tranſcendent 
Amiableneſs diſplayed in CHR1sT, as perfects their Love to 
him and Complacency in him. They ſee nothing dimly as they 
did before, but in clear and open Viſion, as of Face to Face 
when the Sun is riſen. 1 Cor. xiii. Then with open Face they 
| behold the Glory of the Lox o, and are by his Spirit changed 
into his perfect Image in every moral Excellency : and this glo- 
rious Light will ſhine without a Shade for ever. Then every 
_ Grace is perfected, both in their Principles, Powers & Actings: 
and by the ſame almighty, quickening, and eternal Spirit which 
inſpired and bro't them to this Perfection, will they for ever 
live and act without the leaſt Decline or Wearineſs in their de- 
lightful Exerciſe, „„ 5 
Thus much of that eternal Life which the Spirits of the truly 
SanRtified are immediately advanced to upon their Expiration. 
And as to the transformed Bodies of thoſe now in Glory ;- 
They are alſo full of this divine Life and Power, and in the ab- 
| ſolute Influence of them. And I can't but think, that the /epa- 
rate Spirits of the Juſt made perfect, have ſuch like Powers and 
Perceptions, eſpecially ſeeing, ſpeaking, ſinging, making Me- 
lody, and hearing, as the Angels and heavenly Hoſts in Lukei, ii, 
and other Places; and as the Saints in their glorified Bodiss, 
inconceivably more exquiſite and perfect than any on Earth: 
tho? *tis likely, thoſe Bodies appearing like the Body of CHRIST, 
_ diſplay ſome peculiar Glories ; which excite in the others a Joy 
in the certain Proſpect of their having in due Time alſo their 
Bodies raiſed and making the like Appearances. 


We now come | 

II. To ſhow what may be eſpecially meant by the Preſence 
and Right Hand:of Gop, repreſented here as the Place of Hap- 
pineſs, | _— 7 


, : » . ed, . - ED = ö r Ol . 
3d S LO . y 3 wy 2 ED 8 : J 9 e D . : . 255 . 2 — dants Sn Ot 
CRIT 1 8 ner RAE g 92 wed Go. 8 oa 7 2 obo we Sb * £ 1 e 1 - * A * * 9 2 "RC WL ew 1 2 £ « 
6H; HI) PS. Es ON * e ee Se er e 62 A+ n e 8 MTS © * Wy 9 3 F 1 1 5 Re Vs ke LES 2 
8 ; : * * » LAN 


A Fall SERMON. 


In thy 


ſame--- Thou ſhalt make me full of Foy with thyCountenance. And 


a learned Modern thus explains it In thy Preſence ; ; where 1 
« ſhall enjoy the full Sight of thy Face appearing in the kindeft 


and moſt paternal Manner.“ (m) 
At thy Right Hand. The Hebrew Pariiele pho by ſig* 


6 ae „/, Mitb and At But more properly, and chiefly, 


In, t. And de Muis tells us -- The learned Rabbi Kimb; 
e obſerves, thatPreſence andRight Hand areTerms of Honour ; A 
« citing P/al. cxl. 13. The Upright ſhall dwell in thy Preſence ; 
Sit Thou at my Right Hand That the 
learned Rabbi Ezra renders the Words-- << Pleaſures in thy 
Right Hand; accounting they fignify that higheſt Pleaſure 
CL which the Soul enjoys in Gop 3; ſuch Pleaſure as one per- 
c ceives when a Friend with his Hand holds to him a Gift of 
© ſingular Excellence: And then adds, that © this Term ſeems 


C and P/al. cx. 1. 


« to repreſent the ſupream Gop as a e e Prince, with a 
< full Hand beſtowing his Bounties on thoſe about him. 


In thy Right Hand (1) Becauſe this is the Place of Honour, : 


c Joys and Delights eternal: (a) (2) This alſo ſignifies his 


« Favour and Benignity, as being beſtowed by hisPower & Mu- 
With thy Right Hand thou 


© nificence. (r) As if he had ſaid; 
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Preſence - The Hebrew Particle fgnifies be both-- With, 

Before and In: and the Name ſignifies, both Face, Conntenance, 1 
and Preſence. + The Septuagint renders the Paſſage, and from 
them the Writer of the 44s, for the Sake of the Generality in ; 
thoſe Parts of the World who then uſed that Verſion, cites the 


© bountifully giveſt theſe Pleaſures to my Children. (p) Or, be 


Preſence of God and his Right Hand may intend the fame ; (m) 
to give us the more rais*d Ideas of the ſuperiorHonours, Favours, 


Joys and Pleaſures of his pecular Preſence, where this Life and 


Bliſs of the Saints are perfect and perpetual. | 
For, the eſſential Preſence of Gop we know is every where ; 
both in the Heavens, Air, Earth, Seas and Hell; in ev'ry Part 


of the Creation, yea beyond, without an) Bounds, and the ſame 


for ever. 


— - — ——_—_ 
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+ See Bib Polyg, Pol Synop/, Pag & Mercer, & Martin Albert. 
and ſo 


(m) Moeller. + Pag & Mercer, Erpen & Mayer : 
the Targ. or Chaldee Paraph. Sept. Athiop. Vulgar Lat. and 
Mont. in Bib. Polyglot ; as alſo Jun. & Trem. DeMuis &c. 

here render it Py, (a) Ainſworth, 

(m) Malier. 
B 2 


£ator. 


(r) River, ( Pi- 
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e c ntfs chen be tens f ir peculiar Place in the 
Creation, where he diſtinguiſhingly ſhows his Preſence in tbe 
cleareſt, fulleſt and happieſt Manner to the holy Angeli & Saints 
tranſlated, both thoſe who already have their changed & raiſed 
Bodies, and thoſe who have only their perfect Spirits; with the 
human Nature of our aſcended Sa vroux in the midſt of all: 
and by bis Rigbt Hand is meant the diſtinguiſhing Favours and 
Honours he moſt freely and bounteoufly gives them there. Lf 
And this leads us on to theſe two Views--- _ © 
(.) The Heavenly World, which he has made moſt faitable 
for the cleareſt, fulleſt and happieſt Manifeſtations of Himſelf to 
Saints and Angels, and giving them the higheſt Favours and 
Falicities. 
(2) The moft glorious Manifeflations of bis Being, Preſence, 
ne» Deſigns and Love, to the happy Creatures there. 


By the Preſence and Right Hand of Gop, we are led to 
1 view the higheſt Heaven or World above, ſometimes called in 
- Scripture the Heaven of Heavens, the third NIE] and his voy | 


Heaven. 


The Ar ſurrounding the Earth being, as to us, "the neareſt, 
Firſt or loweſt Heaven; the vaſt expanded Firmament, where 
the Planets, Comets, and fixed Stars appear, being the Second ; 
Beyond them all, tho? there be ever ſo many Millions of Stars 
and Syſtems, there's the Third,the higheſt in Place, in Excelle 

and Dignity. 7551. third Heaven ſeems by the immenſe, almighty 


Power of Gop to be formed round the other, as the fitteſtPlace 


for the largeſt Diſplay of his Glories, and to receive all the 
Tranſportations of the perfectly prepared Inhabitants from the 
Probationary Worlds below or comprehended in this mighty 
| Concave. And if thoſe Probationary Worlds ſhould continue 
or ſucceed for ever; there is infinite Space adjoining beyond and 
round this Third Heaven, ſufficient to entertain them to Eter- 
nity ; and both the Inhabitants, the Hoſts and Glories of that 
higheſt World may increaſe for ever. : 

But in the Contemplations of Immenſity and Eternity, our 
. moſt extended Tho'ts are ſwallowed up: and before the infinite 
Gop, we ſee, that all Nations, yea all Worlds are as HOG: 
and leſs than nothing, and Vanity. 

However, of thi; Third and higheft Heaven, there are 


glorious Things delivered and hinted in the ſacred Ora- 


cles. It is repreſented, in the higheſt Senſe, as the Kingdom, 
the City, the Palace, the Temple, the Sandtuary, the Holy of 


Holigs, and theThrone of Gop : as the high & holy Place where- 


in 
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- in he duels, andthe Habitation of his Holineſs and Glory, It is 1 
i E deſeribed as being full of Light; and the Light ſo dazling,as no 
mortal Eye is able to approach and live. Nothing of Impurity, 
| 7 nothingof Unlovelineſs, nothing hurtful, nothing diſagreable, 
; nothing vain or mean, nothing but what is perfect in Holineſs, . 
: and in every amiable Excellency, ſhall ever enter there. 
| © - - In fine; this is the happy Receptacle of all the glorified Saints 
 _* of all Nations, Countries, Worlds and Ages; to which they are 
conftantly aſcending. This is the glad Reſort from Time to 
- ; Time of all the holy and bleſſed Angels: Thence are they con- 
> 3} tinually deſcending, with Pleaſure to perform the Orders, ac- 
| *' compliſh the Deſigns and advance the Glory of their Creator: 
Thither are they conſtantly aſcending with their glad Tidings 
and happy Charges of perfect Spirits, ro increaſe the Joy of 
Heaven itſelf, receive freſh Diſcoveries, and join with all the 
| heavenly Hoſts in their new Songs of Praiſe and Adorations. 
7 ©TFhatis the holy Place whereinto CHRIST entered: There is 
7 27 the Throne of the Som of Gop in human Nature: There he 
—___ ſhines perpetually in the Brightneſs of theFaTHER's Glory, and 
4 the expreſs Image of his Perſon : There both the perfect Saint? 
k and Angels are continually beholding, and adoring him: and © 
that's the happy Place deſigned for the eternal Reſidence of all! 
; N the Saints with their moſt illuſtrious HE ap, when they ſhall 
> © have received their raifed and glorious Bodies, faſhioned in a 
4 
; 
| 


: Likeneſs to his own, and preſented to him in one vaſt Aſſembly 
: arrayed in all their glittering Attire, as a Bride adorned for her 
4 Huſband : Thither, after the Honours done them in the publick 
Judgment, ſhall they openly aſcend together with him; and 
there admire and love, enjoy, praiſe and ſerve him, with ſu- 
pream and freſh Delight Tor ever. 4 e 
1 2. By the Preſence and Right Hand ef Gop we are alſo led 
3 to take ſome View of the mot glorious Manifetations of his Be- 
3 ing, Preſence, Excellence, Deſigns and Love to the happyCrea-. 
tures there. „ 0 
By all the created Glories of that higheſt World, and the 
Perfection of the Saints & Angels there, that World is fitted to 
receive and bear the moſt glorious & happy Diſcoveries of Gon. 
It is true indeed, the moſt capacious of them all, even the 
- higheſt Arch- Angeli that were ever made, being but finite, can 
gnmaerver fully ſee his Excellence, or bear the full Diſplay of his 
A Majeſty andGreatneſs : they want unbounded Capacity to take 


| the unbounded View ; and they want almighty Power to bear 
the Sight of infinite Degrees of Glory. „ 
3 2. Net 
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| 3 q 5 0 8 Not only Moſes one of the holieſt and higheſt Favourites of 


Go among meer Men that ever liv'd, even after he came down 
from Sinai, was not able to enter into the Tabernacle when the 
Glory of the Lok p filled it; Exod. xl. Nor had the holy Pro- 
phet Iſaiab a Viſion of Him as ſetting on a Throne high 
and lifted up in Solomon's Temple, without crying in Anguiſh, 
Wo is me, for I am undone : But he alſo ſaw the Seraphim them 
ſelves, even while they were with two Wings flying to fulfil his 
Pleaſure or to miniſter before him, yet covering with two Wings 
their Feet and with two more their Faces, and crying one to ano- 
ther, --- Holy, Holy, Holy is the LokD of Hoſts, the wholt Earth 
rs fu of thy Glory Iſai. vi. 5 3 
But what are the Manifeſtations of the Glory of Gep on the 
Earth his Footſtool, or in a tranſient earthly Tabernacle or 
Temple below, to the Diſplays of his Glory in the Place of his 
Throne above, in that moſt holy and ſplendid Temple, not made 
with human Hands, but by his almighty Power, eternal in the 
higheſt Heaven ? Surely theſe muſt be inconceivably more 
illuſtrious, | 7 | 
What theſe Manifeſtations are in particular, no mortal Eye 
has ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor have entred into the Heart of any 
on Earth to conceive, It ſeems to be vaſtly above our preſent 
Reach or Power, even to apprehend them: We are in the pre- 
ſent State like Children of two Years old, to ſuch a great Philoſo- 
pher as Newton, or ſuch a great Divine as Paul, in the Hights 
of their Improvements. And this ſeems to be theReaſon they 
are no more revealed, eve; 
Baut in the General, that the Sox of Gop in our glorified Na- 
ture in that heavenly World, is the principal, diſtinguiſhed and 
viſible Medium of thoſe Manifeſtations. There are the higheſt 
Beauties both human and divine that can poſſibly appear, appear- 
ing in Him: In Him even the divine Perfections diſplay their 
Glories; and in his Face the Saints and Angels, in a Manner 
yet unknown to us, behold them : In the Face of CHRIS they 
eſpecially ſee the Rays of divineWiſdom, Purity, Juſtice, Holi- 
neſs, Grace, Truth, Kindneſs, Love, Complacency, ſhining out, 
to their perpetual Wonder, Pleaſure, Joy and Satisfaction ; in 
ſuch ſurprizing Radiations as we cannot now conceive. From 
his tranſportingFoice they alſo hear and receive thoſeRevelations 
of the Nature and Love of Gop, and of the Excellence of his 
Deſigns and Works, which the univerſal Aſſembly of Saints and 
Angels are unable to diſcover: He alſo by his almightySyIRIT 
helps them to the readieſt, cleareſt and moſt ſurprizing — Sol 
| | enſion 


not adequate to the Manifeſtations he wou'd give them 3 there 

He by inward Inſpiration in their capacious, clear, ſtrong and 

active Spirits, gives them ſuch Diſcoveries as raiſe their yet 
higher Delights and Wonders. | 


But this brings us 
III. To lay open the A gv from whence their Joys and 


Pleaſures flow. 
Now. the original Spring of all, is the ir finite Excellence add 
All- ſufficiency of GoD : and thence his eternal Councils, Grace, 
Love and Deſigns of Happineſs to innumerableMillions of Men 
and Angels: and in particular, the ſovereign, wiſe kiad and 
never to be broken Agreement of theDivineFATHER, WorD, 
and SPIRIT, before they began the World, to fave and bri 
to Glory Multitudes which no Man can number; of the human 
Race, thro? all their Sinfulneſs and Wretchedneſs and mighty 
Oppoſitions. His univerſal Providence anſwerable to theſe 
moſt gracious and wiſe Deſigns and Reſolutions. The Media- 
tion, Incarnation, perfect and meritorious Obedience, Sufferings, | 
Purchaſe, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, and various Mediatorial 
Offices of the Son of Gop in human Nature. His inſpired 
Word and pious Miniſters, and other Means of Grace and 
Salvation. The enlightening, awakening, humbling, renewing, 
and effeQually calling them to repent and believe, by the 
ALMIGHTY SPIRIT ; and thereupon their federal and vital 
Union to CHRISTH and Intereſt in Him; their being pardoned, 
juſtified, reconciled to Gop, adopted among his Children to all 
their Privileges given in the well ordered, ſure and everlaſting 
Covenant; and the D1vINE SPIRIT dwelling and reigning 
in them, reſtraining them from Sin, exciting them to Duty, 
maintaining and advancing them in Grace, making all Things 
to work for Good, and ripening them for Glory. At their 
Diſſolution, his making their Spirits perfect in Power & Holi- 
neſs, as we obſerved before : On their entring Eternity, giving 
them clear and open Views of heavenly Objects, and by his 
holy Angels ſwiftly carrying them to the World above. Laſtly, 
the Son of Gop receiving and preſenting them intirely ſpotleſs 
I before the Preſence of his Glory ; ſhowing them all the lovely 
Objects, and giving all the glorious Light and Manifeſtations 
5 there. And from all theſe Springs will riſe in their . 
full and ever flowing Streams of Joys and Pleaſures. 
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henſion of thoſe Revelations : and whereWords 1 Voicek are. - 


. TI mig "IM theſe 3 but ſha omewbat farther open 
hem" /our 
IV. a laft General Head ; which is to take ſome duvey of 
the Pulneſs of their perpetual Joys & Pleaſures in this — - 
Preferite in this heavenly World and Company. 1 
Now this in General, is aFulneſs anſwerable to all the various 
| and: growing Capacities of all the Saints and Angels there, and 
this eontinually & for ever. Or as a learned Man expreſſes it-- 
As Veſſels of various Sizes, tho' ever ſo capacious, dipt in this 
infinite Ocean, are and ſhall be always brim full of Joys and 
< Pleafures,tho* they can never reach to comprehend the Ocean 
© itſelf : A Fulneſs beyond all that Faith or Hope [and I may 
© add---Imagination] is now able to conceive --- a Fulneſs that 
< fills up all Defires 10 tho” in the Light of Gop ever ſo far ex- 
< tended] --- a Fulneſs of Fruition and of Satisfaction, without 
© Satiety z* (7) without the leaſt Degree of Wearineſs, and _ 
without Al Apprehenſion or Poſſibility of ending, intermitting 
or Decay for ever. For the infinite and perpetual Variety of 
Objects, Viſions, Actions and Enjoyments, eternally ſupported 
and ſupplied by the Power of Gop, will render the happy Sub- 
Jects as unweary of their full Joys and Pleaſures, as that infinite 
| Being i is, of his. own eternal Bleſſedneſs. 
And they have a Fulneſs of perpetual Joys and Pleaſures in 
ſuch Things as Theſe--- 
On the one Hand, they always moſt clearly and "RTM ſee and 
find themſelves delivered from every Kind of Sin and Trouble ; 
Pollution, Guilt and Darkneſs ; Infirmities, Imperfections, Va- 
nities; Enemies, Temptations, Dangers: and they always 
know, that by the unchangeable Truth of Gop, they are alſo 
eternally ſecured from them. 
And on the other Hand, they TO ſee and find themſelves 
not only per fected in all their Potwers and Graces, and in a won- 
drous Meafure made like to Cx 18T ; but alfo all theſe Powers 
and Graces in a conſtant, various moſt lively and delightful Ex- 
_ erciſe ; all their Wants ſupplied, all their ſenſible Powers com- 
pleatly entertained, all their active Powers fully employed, 
all their Defires filled and ſatisfied : and they perpetually 
rejoyce that they are abſolutely ſecure of all this for ever. 
They have then a Fulneſs of perpetual Joys and Pleaſures in 
their perfect Views of all the glorious Obyjed?s, Revelations, 
oy and Enjoyments of the heavenly Weld; and. in viewing 


00 Bp Richardſon on the Text. 
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them all, thro?) the Purchaſe of their admirable Heap. their 
undiflojuble Union to bim, and the irrevocable Will and Gift t 
Gap, a8 #heir own rightful, abſolute, unalienable, actual and 
+: They have a Fulneſs of perpetual Joys and Pleaſures in ſee- 
ing the innumerableMultitudes of. Saints redeemed by theBlood. 
. ob-Crr18T out of every. Kindred and Tongue and People and 
Nation, and mage Prieſts and Kings with Themſelves to Gop ; 
both thoſe who re there in their ſhining Bodies, like Meſel and 
Elias in the Mount of Transfiguration, with thoſe who are 
like themſelves in their perfect Spirits, and , thoſe who follow 
till the _ univerſa] Reſurrection and  Aſcention, and thence 
to Eternity; and in, particular Thoſe, of. whom they have 
read in Scripture, with all their pit | Ir 


pious Acquaintance ; appearing 
in all their engaging Beauties, and eternally converſing and re- 
/ So el, 
They have a Fulneſs of. perpetual Joys and Pleaſures, in ſee- 
ing the holy and glorious. Angeli, the Seraphims and Cherubini, 
in all their Brightneſſes; thoſe ready and joyful Meſſengers of 
GoÞ, and powerful, kind, ready and faithful Minifters to them 
and all their Fellow: Heirs in the World below; receiving won- 
derful Intelligences by them, both concerning Themſelves and 
Others, and of their Meſſages, Employments, Actions, Servi- 
ces, with the various Works of Gop in all the Worlds they 
have viſited, and the Multitudes of Kindneſſes received from 
them; and in their moſt friendly Converſe will delight for ever. 
They have perpetual Fulneſs of yet higher Joys and Plea- 
ſures in viewing the So of God in our exalted Nature; the 
Sovereign Lord of all the Angels ; yea the Ruler of the whole 
Creation : the ſupream Revealer of the divine Being, Nature, 
Subſiftences & PerfeCtions ; of his Will, Deſigns and Works, and 
of his Excellencies in them: the perſonal, Effulgence of his 
Glories : the Mediatorial Purchaſer, Head and Saviour of in- 
numerable Multitudes of the ruined Race of Men, from their 
Sinfulneſs and Miſery, to an eternal Likeneſs to himſelf, the 
perfect Viſion of Him, and the moſt delightful Services in the 
World above for ever. And they have a Fulneſs of perpetual 
Joys and Pleaſures in their moſt perfect Converſe with Him; 
in continually and ſenſibly receiving vital and moſt on 
Influences and Improvements from Him; in his eternally bebolding 
them with ſmiling Pleaſure ;. and filling tbem perpetually with 
intellectual Light and Revelationnns.. 
.. They have a Fulneſs of perpetual Joys and Pleaſures in the 
clear Reviews of the * ancient, ſovereign . of 
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G1 i OO EE een . irn be hot; exet 
in the e Foreſight of all their Vilenels aff Provecatibgs®: in re. 
viewing their moſt condeſcending and kind Regard in their 
united Councils and Covenant | TranſaQions for Them before the 
Foundation of the W Wetld ; 3 5 "and in tracin all the wondrous 
Steps of Gop agreeable tbereto, From kis fi creating" o of this 
Heaven for them to their being tranflated' to it. * 
They bave a F 2 5 of "perpetual Joys and Pleaſyres in view- 
ing 15 amazi 155 e of the Sax of Gop from its Be- 
in the Riſe an Progreſs of his Work of Mediation, 
ro” 105 Wiens l Branches ; in his various and myſterious 
ces and Managements b e re he became incarnate,and then 
in his State of Abaſemeht t to his Aſcentiob, and eher ſince in 
his Exaltation. 
_ I have a Fulneſs of rijbtunt Joys and Pleafiites i in view- 
-the "Wark of. the SPIRIT of Grace in all their wondrous. 
oceſs from the Beginning, in all his various common & ſpe- 
cia Influence a amo 49 7 Nations in the ſeveral Age: eſpecf⸗ 
Aly on thoſe be ſan: ines, and Themſelves in particular, till 
be made them fully meet for their heavenly Inheritance. © - 
They bave a Fulneſs of perpetual Joys and Pleafures in ſeeing 
their divine and glorified MEDIA Tor opening to them and 
all the admiring Hofts about them, the N extenſive and full 
meaning of the inſpired Scriptures--- the myſterious Velummtof the 
vaſt & perfect Schemes, Deſigns. and Works of Gop in the various 
Parts of his Creation and ſucceffive Providence, both with reſ- 
one to Themſelves and Others, both Men and Angels, both 
and bad, both thoſe who periſh and thoſe wha are ſaved : 
1 them the ſurprizing Depths of his Council, Wiſdom, 
Juſtice, Grace and Faithfulneſs in all; and ef ecially in N 
ing them thro” their inhumerable Dangers,cmakin in 1 Thipg 
ſpire to their Advantage, fulfilling all bis, Cc wenne ph. 
Pro iſes, and bringing them to Gr 
hey have a Fulneſs of perpetual Joys and Pleaſures in his 
rowing the infinitely various Hiſtories of their Fellow Saints 
and dg from their Creation ; their various Genlus's, Capa- 
Cities, awe. Helps, Improvements, Employments ; hn 
Various T rains of Diſpenſations towards them, the divine 
trivance and PerfeQions in them; and all ſubſervitig and 2d- 
ing the Glory of their CREA Tox, and the univetfal Joy 
and Bleſſedneſs W the heavenly World for ever. 
They have a Fulneſs of perpetual Joys and Pleaſures in his 
opraing to them and all the heavenly Hoſts about them, the moſt 


ſur- 


334 


oſpects of his 42 ** lin L the Scri ture Pro- 
| | 2 pecia] 1 25 pany ations "with 

ofh radi ubtlels gives them 1 in that ti ehtlome 
[20% . 1155 25 Things to come: In Na of 
dis illuſtrious Deſcent with the New Feru/alem and all theSaints = 


rom 1 * 5 is vg g the Duft of their Bodies into 
os bac 10 ee 3 formi oY 
in perfect St REG, incortuptible, immertal, and 
Tike:that 1 ah 'of his they b chold in Heaven with 


ſo much fo n : and Delight ; 3 dhe uniting and diſplaying 
ok their} perfect Spir 325 in them, and riſing up to meet him ; 
3 0 of Fall Tbings here below to their priftineExce]- 


] | ment ; ; "and their open 'Aﬀcent with Him and 
= RF 5 PF Aints in their glorious Bodies to that higheſt 
4 Ws again, to enter into new and further Viſions & Delights 
for ever ; In the Views of which they rejoyce continually, with 
Joy, uaſpeakable and full of Glory, 
... Laffly, they have a perpetual F ulneſs of Joys and Pleaſures 
the;pe: 4 5 Adar ations, Praiſes and delightfulServices be * 
dur pre r which they and all the heavenly 
are always yielding to the divine FATHER, Sox and Sens , 
for all their Excellencies, Councils, Deſigns, Works and Reve- 
lations : To whom with the higbeft Joys and Pleaſures they 
return all the Glory. ſor. ever and ever. 
Add thus have we taken ſome {cant and, faint PEA of the 
Fulnefs of perpetual Joys and. Pleaſures in the Preſence and 
Right Hand. FP 1? in the heavenly World. And theſe are 
but ſome general Hints, which have riſen in my Mind as 1 
went along, and might eaſily be branched into numberleſs Par- 
ttjteulars. "Nor have. { giyen:the Scriptures which ſuggeſt them, 
* leaft 1 had interrupted their Connection and left out Ore * | 
| Treat Moms ao: enlighten ES... 


* A 


W. now conclude: with ſome PR OVEII N. And 
1. What a mean, contemptible, dark and wretched Place i is 
this World below, in Compariſon with that World abov?? 

We have here indeed man wonderousDiſplays of Gop con- 
tinually both in his inſpired F/qrd and in his Forks of Nature, 
Grace, and Providence: But few alas behold Him in them; 
few receive any ſanctifying Influence by thera ; few are thereby 
raiſed up to ſee his ſupream Excellency, or ſupremely to ad- 
mire and love Him ! How 9 dark and wrong are their 
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"in his Deſigns : and Glories ! Arid with reſpe& to Multitudes 


of theſe, we are furrounded all about with Myfteries and live i in 


Dukneſß. 
How wretebedly mean and low are the Aj prehenſions of 
God, in the Minds of moſt; as if He were'a Thing not worth 


| .the fearing, Le praying to, or thinking 7 1 Tea, 


BBs 75 th the Ligh t of Inſpiration, how exceeding faint their 


of his oniverſal Providence, of the coming J Ages, 


* 1 1 : 


and even the future Exiftence of their own immortal 
Spirits | And how much'leſs their Belief of his Ford and the 

zlorious and nioft important Things therein revealed; concert- 
1 50 and his Perfęctions, Eaws and Governme t J of Hell 
and Heaven, of endlefs Miſery & Bleſfednels;' of thi it number 
lefs and aggravated Sins, and their conſtant amazing Danger of 
ſudden and eternal Ruin; of CHRIS r the all- ſufficient Medi- 


ator, of the Hor v Ghost the almighty Sanctifier, and the 
abſolute Neceſſity of being redeemed by the one and fanAified 
by the other. They read and hear of theſe momentousTruths, 


as meer Amuſements, and are unconcerned about them; 


How horribly full of all Kinds of Corruption and heinous. 
Wickedneſs are the Hearts and Lives of Men continually” 1 f 
Impiety, Selfiſhneſs, Pride, Avarice, Senſuality, Deceit, and 
all other vile and hurtful Luſts, which drown them in Perdition! 


How full is this lower World of Idolatry, Profaneſs, ee 
of Gop and Enmities to one another! Tyrantiies: an Conten- 
tions; Drunkenneſs, Fornications and ee tealing, 


| Cheating, Lying and Defamations ; Briberies and partialties; 


Robberies, Oppreſſions, : Perſgcutions, Cruelties, Murders, and 
all Kinds of Injuties and Violence! | Multitudes A lundering, 
wounding — deſtroying each other - Diſtreſs bf Perſons, 
Families, Countries, Nations, and great Perplexities !---innu- 
merable Croſſes, Loſſes, Wants and Troubles Diſeaſes, Pains 
and Death afflicting and devouring all before them; filling our 


Houſes with Griefs and Cries, and leaving the Survivors to ex- 


pect ſoon to meet the ſame Fatality. 


But now look up into the heavenly Warld -- where none of 


theſe ſhall ever enter---and Thers is nothing but Perfection, Light 
and Glory, perfect Purity and Holineſs--- all the Saints and Au- 


| gels eternally united with each other and with the bleſſed Gop 


in one common Intereſt and Deſire ---intirely, purely, fervently 


and inceſſantiy loving and delighting i in each other--- and There 
are 
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the infinite D for ever filling; but not over - beating their 
enlarged and growing Capacities, with ' ſuch Views and 


as he has Himſelf ; eternally pouring the delightful Streams of. 
his own undiminiſhed Excellence & Bleſſedneſs into them, and 


eternally advancing them in their moſt joyousLikeneſs wHim.” 
2. How happy then are thoſe who are ory of this finful: 
wretched World below into the Life of Glory. and Preſence of 
the bleſſed Gop in that World above; 2 hit what ſacred 
Pleaſure ſhould we by Faith behold them there? 506 
Ia their ſinful and imperfect Spirits, in their corrupt & vile 
Bodies, f in this low, wicked and vexatious World, in the View 
of themſelves and others, they groaned continually; as the KA- 
poſtle ſignifies, being heavily burthenad; and nothing but tho 
ſovereign Will, the gracious Promiſes and the Power of Gon, 
could ear them up from ſinking in Dejection and Impatience. 
But O the amazing Change at their Eæpiration - 
From the horrid Viſage of Death, they ſudde nly open to the 
delighrful Views of moſt beauteous and friendly Angels round 
about them, receiving them into their welcome Arms and 
tranſporting them to Glory ;--- From hideous Darkneſs they ſud- 
denly break into gloriousLight ;---From rending and diſtreſſing 
Pains they ſpring at once into raviſhing Delights; --- From a 


Satiety of Sorrows to a Plenitude of Joys - And the happy 


Change ſo ſudden, ſo ſurprizing, ſo extream; that nothing but 
the equal Increaſe of their Capacities and the mightier Power of 


 Gop could ſupport them under it, or render themableto bear it. 


As they riſe nearer the Glory of that World above, no doubt 
their Powers grow, to their own increaſing Joy and Wonder, 
and the increafing Pleaſure of the Angels 6 Go them. 

But O! when they enter that bliſsful World --- who can 


imagine the mutual and univerſal Joys, Congratulations, Looks 


and Triumphs between the REDEEMER and them, and all the 
Heis of Saints and Angels There! Even the Glories & Joys 
of Heaven itſelf are enlarged, and more joyous Adorations than 
ever returned to Gop the ſovereign Soutce and Giver of all 

their Glory and Blefſedneſs. A 
And There we have ſatisſying Reaſon to apprehend 1s the 
happy Spirit of that honourable & excellent Gentlewoman, whoſe 
bodily 3 we laſt W attended to > this! See A 
2c: She 


— — ders 1 8 


E 
— 4 


— .. 


deceaſed, & Sifter of bis *celleney Governaur BELCHER, c. 


HY Y 1 
* - * * A eg 

* 2 * MF * * —< 

9 oY 4 7 * * * b 

L 1 Pad — 

n 

1 *＋ 

% 2 % 
y 
, 


— — — — 


. ——— — — — 
wp ** * : 


— * . * = * * T 
22 


Sheng AHleaſant natural Temper; and this by Grace 1 


yet further improned and fweetaed;: I em well informed, ſhe 
has deem piouſſy inclined from het early Days. And from my 
firſt Aequaintante with her, which was above thirtyYearsfince, 
Icould not but admire ker ſingular Modefty, Diſcretion and 
Humility in all her Looks, Bebaviour and Apparel ; and for 
the excellent Ornament of u meek and quiet Spirit, which theScrip- 


ture delle us id in the: Sight of God of great Price. |. And. this was 


we more remarkable in One of the chief of our Families both 
by Blood and Alliance, which Gop has been pleaſed to raiſe 
to eminent Honours in her Day; yet ſhe never appeared in the 


leaſt exalted or altered by them, but to perten in the lame 
uin and even Temper as ever. 

„ Extreamly inoffenſive and courteous in all, her 8 
Imcetery: Company, whenever ſhe ſpake, it was with a natural 
Guard and Prudence; and yet in both her: Looks and Voice, 
and even in her bodihy Geſtures, with graceful and unuſual To- 

kens of Reſpect and — And ſhe was ſcarce ever 


known to utter a Word to the Diſadvantage of any, not even 
of ſuch as were mi to theſe: who wete neareſes deareſt 
tihers'.7 coi nf - 


She was in her Family, Mee in der retired Devotions, 


avoided all oftentatious Show of Religion, but was a conſtant 
and devout Attender on the publick Worſhip *till- prevailing 


Weakneſs hindered ; and a Lover of all good People. 
Sbe was many Vears exercis d with great bodily Weakneſs, 


Inneſs and other Afflictions : +but remarkably calm, ſubmiſſive 


and pa tient in all: and in her final Sickneſs Abele Graces ap- 
peared in an eminent Manner. She ſaid, God had weaned 


her from the World - and bleſſed Him for helping her by his 


gracious SPIRIT to prepare for her Change, before ſhe came to 
her Death-Bed, and that ſhe had not nbw this great Work to do. 
She renounced al Dependance on ber own: Worthineſs--- ſpake 


moſt lowly of Herſelf, and inoſt highly of Cuzisr --- intirely 


trufted in Him, in his infinite Grace and Merits, in his Ability 


and Willingneſs to ſave her and give her eternal Life and 
 Bleſfednefs. 


And being favoured with the Exerciſe of Reaſon and Speech 


to the laſt, ſhe endured the Pangs of Death with great Tranqui- 


lity. Being afked by one, u little before her Expiration, whe- 
ther her Faith in CHRIST continued fteady ? ſhe replied --- 0 


my Hoes in * the Amigbiy Savieur i is imms vsable. 8 
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* within Bounds on ſuch Occaſions; And, this may ſuffce, 
the divine Help, fo. excite our Imitatian of -her amiabl 
3 — particular the Wiſdom af preparing timely for , 
| Etergity, - * 


af Time to Eternity; no Proportion of 1his temporal 
Li. aarnal; no Proportion of the mean, ſcanty, momentany . 
Joys and Pleaſures of this World below, in the Fellow ip of 
Vvagiſping, imperfegt Creaturet, ta the Fulneſs of the ſublime 


ſeeming Glories of this lower World, even of Crow 


nite Corruptions, Cares, Toils, 
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das ens Nen nw . Nan 0? wan ee 
ich whe plealing Proſſgg of gaips to (Ba, e PERSON. 


# ſhe chearfylly left this Warld,, and reſigned ber Spirit to Him; 
do perfeRt it in Holineſs, and receiye it to Himſelf in Glory. 


N. 


„ e e itt nee a ? 
3, & laſtly, Then eternal Life, and the State, the Glories, 


the Viſions, Actions and Enjoymepts of the heavenly World are 
| highly worthy zll our Seeking, Prayers, Strivings, Labours and 
© Sufferings.; and the ſecuring and preparing for them ſhould be 
the chief of aur Thet's and Caras. e 


As there is no Proportion of Earth to Haven, there 7 pe 
Life io 


Joys and Pleaſures in the glorious Viſion of Gon in the Face of 
CHRIsT and the moſt intimate Communion with Him in the 


World above for ever. And a juſt, believing, and lively View 


of thefe Diverſities in Compariſan, would quickly 205 5 the 

doms, yea its univerſal, Empire, to a Paint. or Nothing; 
and Gop alone, eſpecially as he ſhows himſelf in that higheſt] 
World, would appear great in our Eye. 
If we ſhould gain the whale Earth, which no meer. Men eve 
did or can; what is it we ſhould 72 75 but a Place of almoſt infi- 
iſappointments, Dangers and, 

Vexations? Or if we have all the earthly Pleaſures Heart ean 
think of ; they are every Moment utterly uncertain, grow in- 
erewith all the Comfort and all the Light of our Souls for 
ever: yea plunge at once into horrible Deeps of Darkneſs and 
Deſpair, ſurrounged with cruel Devils, deſerted as they, vile 

as they, and wretched az they. 7 


32. 


O who tan look down into that hideous 4by/s, without 
ſhrinking back with ſhuddering Horror, and without the utmoſt 


= whe gun look up to the Life & Glory 
of the A rdent 


o avoid. it ¶ and 
2 above, without ar Deſires & Labours 


to make them our own, and ſecure our Entrance into them 


Wherefore 


"Wherefs ore now to PP? — Let vs. maſt earkeft and 


ptfleverin ly pray and fabour,”'as'in 2 Pet i. I, &c. by W 
may obtaſh Ice precious Faith with the Apoſtles themſelves, 
c 1 5 gh the Ri ednet of Bir Goo and Saviour Jesvs- 
8 11 --- e he ra may effectualſy call us to Glory and 

thereby give us exceeding great and 

eclous Promfſes; And thar bY thefe” we may be Partakets 
A 5 Ning Nature, or Exehel, and eſcape the Corruption 
jn the World thro' Luft :---- that Grace and Peace may be 


ue : that he 


multiplied to us thro? the Knowledge of Gop and of Jesvs 


_ © our Lorp :--- that giring all Diligence, we may add to our 

« 'Fajth, Virtue ; and to Virtue, Knowledge; and te Knowledge, 

©" Temperance; and to Temperance, Nhedes and to Pa- 
c tience, Godlineſs and to Godlineſs, Love of the Brethren ; 

And to Love of the Brethren, univerſal Charity; and that 
© theſe Graces may abound in us, that ſo we may not be un- 


« fruitful in the Knowledge of our Loxp Jesus CHRIST :- 


« Laſtly, that we may give Diligence to make our Calling ad 


Election fure : For doing theſe Things, we ſhall never fall; 
but an Entrance ſhall be miniftred to us abundantly into "bis 
” everlaſting Kingdom. 

What is comprehended in ihatWord---abundenth---we can- 
not fully conceive till we come to experience: only This in 
General, that in Proportion to the Abundance of our Grace and 
glorifying Go on Earth, will be the Abundance of our Bliſs in 


entering Heaven. And every good Action, Suffering, Word, 
Endeavour, Purpoſe and Deſire; yea every Grace and every 


Exerciſe'of Grace in this World below, will ſo much the more 
increaſe the Glory of Gop, the Joy of the World dove, and 


our eternal Bleſſedneſs. 0 
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